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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR TARGETED
MESSAGING, WORKFLOW MANAGEMENT,
AND DIGITAL RIGHTS MANAGEMENT FOR
GEOFEEDS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 13/788,909, filed Mar. 7, 2013, which is hereby
incorporated by reference in its entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The disclosure relates to systems and methods for targeted
messaging, workflow management, and digital rights man-
agement for geofeeds, including content that is related to
geographically definable locations and aggregated from a
plurality of social media or other content providers.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The availability of content such as videos, audio files,
photos, text, and/or other content over networks such as the
Internet has grown at impressive rates. Many Internet and
other online service providers make this type of content
available to enable users to post and share such content
through their services. However, various limitations exist
with respect to how this vast amount of information can be
effectively monitored and/or selectively displayed.

Because of the vast amount of information and different
ways in which to communicate with users, it can be difficult
to communicate with creators of the content. Furthermore, it
may be difficult to incorporate the content into operational
processes of entities that wish to use the content. For
example, use of the content may require approval processes
that may be difficult to manage for re-syndication or re-
publication as required by law and/or terms of service of
content providers. Even when a decision to use the content
is made, in many instances the content may be subject to
requirements that are to be satisfied prior to using the
content, which may be unknown to decision makers.

These and other problems exist.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The disclosure relates to systems and methods for targeted
messaging, workflow management, and digital rights man-
agement for geofeeds, including content that is related to
geographically definable locations (“geo-locations™) and
aggregated from a plurality of social media or other content
providers. A geofeed may include content that is aggregated
from a plurality of content providers using respective
requests formatted specifically for individual ones of the
plurality of content providers, where an individual set of a
plurality of content is relevant to one or more geo-locations.

In some embodiments, the system may facilitate targeted
messaging to users who create content. The targeted mes-
sages may include, for example, messages to obtain permis-
sion to use content from an owner of the content, messages
to request additional information about a breaking news
event, messages to seek further information about an expe-
rience, messages to obtain a following on TWITTER for
one-on-one communications, messages that offer a promo-
tion or coupon, and/or other types of messages.

In some embodiments, the system may generate work-
flows that allow management of the content with respect to
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one or more operational processes of an entity such as a user,
an organization, and/or other entity that wishes to use the
content. The workflows allow creation and tracking of
workflow items to be performed with respect to the content,
thereby allowing the entity to manage and integrate the
content with its own assets such as a website, a mobile
application, and/or other asset.

In some embodiments, the system facilitates the manage-
ment of usage rights related to the content. For example, the
system may store whether content requires permission to use
the content and/or whether such permission was obtained.
By doing so, the system may facilitate a database of content
that has been permitted to be used.

The system may leverage permission information, geo-
location information associated with the content, keyword
information, and/or other information known by the system
to build a robust and searchable clearinghouse database of
content that may be permissibly used and/or licensed to
others. For example, a news agency or others who wish to
obtain content such as photographs related to a particular
geo-location may obtain such content from the clearing-
house database. Thus, content related to rioting in a particu-
lar geo-location and obtained from social media and other
providers may be found and/or licensed for use from the
clearinghouse database.

The system may facilitate various requirements that are to
be satisfied in order to use the content. For example, the
system may facilitate payment of royalty or other fees,
attribution notices, and/or other requirements that are to be
satisfied to use the content.

In some embodiments, the system may include a com-
puter that includes one or more processors configured to
perform some or all of a functionality of a plurality of
modules. For example, the one or more processors may be
configured to execute a geofeed creation module, a unified
message module, a workflow module, a clearinghouse mod-
ule, an administration module, a communication module, a
user interface module, and/or other modules.

The geofeed creation module may be configured to
receive a request to create a geofeed based on a specification
of one or more geo-locations. The request may include one
or more geofeed parameters, and/or other parameters. The
one or geofeed parameters may be used to filter content into
the geofeed and/or out of the geofeed.

The geofeed creation module may generate a geofeed
definition that includes the specification of the one or more
geo-locations, the one or more geofeed parameters, and/or
other information related to the geofeed. The geofeed defi-
nition may be updated. For example, the specification of the
one or more geo-locations, the one or more geofeed param-
eters, and/or other information of the geofeed definition may
be updated. In this manner, various parameters related to
geofeeds may be defined or updated at the time of specifying
the geofeeds and/or after the geofeeds have been specified.

To create the geofeed, the geofeed creation module may
obtain the specification of the one or more geo-locations
from the geofeed definition and generate requests that
specify the one or more geo-locations specifically for indi-
vidual ones of the plurality of content providers. In some
embodiments, the geofeed creation module may create a
single geofeed having a plurality of geo-locations that are
grouped with respect to one another. In other embodiments,
the geofeed creation module may create multiple distinct
geotfeeds, which may each be associated with one or more
geo-locations that are grouped with respect to one another.
In these embodiments, each set of individual content may
correspond to a single geofeed.
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In some embodiments, the unified message module may
be configured to generate one or more messages to be
communicated to a message recipient, which may include a
system user (e.g., a user who is registered to use the system),
a content creator (who may or may not include a system
user), and/or other message recipient. For example, the
unified message module may facilitate targeted messaging to
the message recipient.

In some embodiments, the workflow module may be
configured to generate workflows that allow management of
the content with respect to operational processes of an entity
such as a user, an organization, and/or other entity that
wishes to use the content. The workflows allow creation and
tracking of workflow items to be performed with respect to
the content, thereby allowing the entity to manage and
integrate the content with its own assets such as a website,
a mobile application, and/or other asset.

In some embodiments, the content may be subject to one
or more requirements that should be met before using (e.g.,
copying, modifying, distributing, etc.) the content. The one
or more requirements may include a royalty to be paid, an
attribution requirement, and/or other requirement. The clear-
inghouse module may be configured to store and provide the
requirements and the content, either or both of which may be
searchable. Thus, the clearinghouse module may generate a
clearinghouse database that includes the content (or links to
the content) and requirements of the content. In this manner,
a user may view content related to a geo-location and
determine whether the content may be used.

In some embodiments, the clearinghouse module may
facilitate payments in relation to an authorization to use the
content. For example, the payment may include a one-time
payment, a recurring payment, a payment based on use of
the content, and/or other payment. Payments may be facili-
tated via one or more accounts related to the clearinghouse
module, conventional electronic payments, paper billing,
and/or other payment methods. In this manner, the clearing-
house module may facilitate the use of content that may be
otherwise subject to ownership rights of the content.

In some embodiments, the administration module may be
configured to manage user accounts, set user roles such as
security access roles, and/or perform other administrative
operations. For example, the administration module may be
used to set which user may access different views, curate
geofeeds, view and manage curated content, decide whether
to burn a geofeed such as by storing content or information
related to the content, and/or provide other security roles.

In some embodiments, the communication module may
be configured to share a geofeed via a content provider such
as a social media provider, email, SMS text, and/or other
communication channels. In some embodiments, the com-
munication module may be configured to communicate a
geofeed via various feeds such as Really Simple Syndication
(“RSS”) and ATOM feeds, a vanity Uniform Resource
Locator (“URL”) using a name of the geofeed (e.g., a name
assigned by the content consumer), and/or other communi-
cation channels.

In some embodiments, the user interface module may be
configured to generate user interfaces that allow viewing and
interaction with the geofeeds. For example, the user inter-
face module may present various displays for sending/
receiving messages, managing worktflows, managing infor-
mation related to ownership rights of the content, displaying
geofeeds, requesting geofeeds, and/or otherwise displaying
information related to the content.

These and other objects, features, and characteristics of
the system and/or method disclosed herein, as well as the
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methods of operation and functions of the related elements
of structure and the combination of parts and economies of
manufacture, will become more apparent upon consideration
of the following description and the appended claims with
reference to the accompanying drawings, all of which form
a part of this specification, wherein like reference numerals
designate corresponding parts in the various figures. It is to
be expressly understood, however, that the drawings are for
the purpose of illustration and description only and are not
intended as a definition of the limits of the invention. As
used in the specification and in the claims, the singular form
of “a”, “an”, and “the” include plural referents unless the
context clearly dictates otherwise.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates a system of targeted messaging, work-
flow management, and digital rights management for geo-
feeds, according to an aspect of the invention.

FIG. 2 illustrates a process of targeted messaging related
to geofeeds, according to an aspect of the invention.

FIG. 3 illustrates a process of automated messaging
related to geofeeds, according to an aspect of the invention.

FIG. 4 illustrates a process of managing permission to use
content, according to an aspect of the invention.

FIG. 5 illustrates a process of managing payments related
to use of content, according to an aspect of the invention.

FIG. 6 illustrates a process of managing workflows
related to geofeeds, according to an aspect of the invention.

FIG. 7 illustrates a process of identifying content to be
managed in a workflow, according to an aspect of the
invention.

FIG. 8 illustrates a process of annotating content of a
geofeed, according to an aspect of the invention.

FIG. 9 illustrates a screenshot of an interface for display-
ing content items with access to targeted messaging, work-
flows, and rights management, according to an aspect of the
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

FIG. 1 illustrates a system 100 of targeted messaging,
workflow management, and digital rights management for
geofeeds, according to an aspect of the invention. A geofeed
includes a collection of content (also referred to herein as
“geofeed content”), aggregated from various content pro-
viders, that is relevant to a geographically definable location
(hereinafter, a “geo-location”). The content providers may
include, for example, social media platforms (e.g., FACE-
BOOK, TWITTER, INSTAGRAM, FLICKR, etc.), online
knowledge databases, and/or other providers that can dis-
tribute content that may be relevant to a geo-location.

The geo-location may be specified by a boundary, geo
coordinates (e.g., latitude, longitude, altitude/depth), an
address, a school, a place name, a point of interest, a zip
code, a city, a state, a country, and/or other information that
can spatially identify an area. The content may be generated
by content sources such as individuals, corporations, and/or
other entities that may create content. As used hereinafter, “a
location,” “a geo-location,” “a geographically definable
location,” and similar language is not limited to a single
location but may also refer to one or more such locations.

In many instances the content can be automatically tagged
with information. The information may include a user iden-
tification, date/time information related to the content (e.g.,
a date and/or time that indicates when the content was
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created, uploaded, etc.), geographic information that speci-
fies a location where the content was created, uploaded, etc.,
and/or other information. For example, cameras equipped
with a Global Positioning Satellite (“GPS”) unit and/or other
location-aware system may embed into an image file lati-
tude/longitude coordinates that indicate where a picture was
taken. In addition, modern hand-held devices such as smart-
phones may be equipped with a GPS sensor, which allows
users to generate content with their devices and share the
content through a plurality of social networks and other
providers. Moreover, some devices allow users to manually
input the foregoing and other information for embedding
into the content. Furthermore, editing software may allow a
user to embed or otherwise manually and/or automatically
include information along with the content after the content
was created.

System 100 may include a computer 110, a geofeed API
111, a content consumer device 130, provider APIs 140,
content providers 150, and/or other components. In some
embodiments, computer 110 may include one or more
processors 120 configured to perform some or all of a
functionality of a plurality of modules, which may be stored
in a memory 121. For example, the one or more processors
120 may be configured to execute a geofeed creation module
112, a unified message module 113, a workflow module 114,
a clearinghouse module 115, an administration module 116,
a communication module 117, a user interface module 118,
and/or other modules 119. Geofeed API 111 may be used to
interface with computer 110 to interface with computer 110
in relation to the geofeeds.

Geofeed creation module 112 may be configured to create
one or more geofeeds, as described in U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 13/284,455, filed Oct. 28, 2011, entitled
“SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR AGGREGATING AND
DISTRIBUTING GEOTAGGED CONTENT,” and U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 13/619,888, filed Sep. 14, 2012,
entitled “SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR GENERATING,
ACCESSING, AND UPDATING GEOFEEDS” both of
which are incorporated by reference herein in their entire-
ties.

U.S. Patent application Ser. No. 13/788,843, filed on Mar.
7,2013, entitled “SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR DIFFER-
ENTIALLY PROCESSING A LOCATION INPUT FOR
CONTENT PROVIDERS THAT USE DIFFERENT
LOCATION INPUT FORMATS,” and U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 13/788,760, filed on Mar. 7, 2013, entitled
“SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR CREATING AND MAN-
AGING GEOFEEDS,” are all incorporated by reference in
their entireties herein.

Co-pending U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/708,516,
filed Dec. 7, 2012, entitled “SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR
LOCATION MONITORING BASED ON ORGANIZED
GEOFEEDS,” and co-pending U.S. patent application Ser.
No. 13/708,466, filed Dec. 7, 2012, entitled “SYSTEM AND
METHOD FOR GENERATING AND MANAGING GEO-
FEED-BASED ALERTS” are all incorporated by reference
in their entireties herein.

Geofeed creation module 112 may be configured to gen-
erate one or more geofeeds based on content that is relevant
to one or more geographically definable locations (“geo-
locations™). The geofeed creation module may format
requests that specify one or more geo-locations specifically
for individual ones of the plurality of content providers and
aggregate the content to form a geofeed. In some embodi-
ments, geofeed creation module 112 may create a single
geofeed having a plurality of geo-locations that are grouped
with respect to one another. In other embodiments, geofeed
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creation module 112 may create multiple distinct geofeeds,
which may each be associated with one or more geo-
locations and may be grouped with respect to one another.
In these embodiments, each set of individual content may
correspond to a single geofeed.

For example, geofeed creation module 112 may format
requests to individual ones of a plurality of APIs 140
(illustrated in FIG. 1 as API 140A, 1408, . . . , 140N). The
provider APIs 140 may facilitate receiving content from
corresponding content providers 150 (illustrated in FIG. 1 as
content providers 150A, 150B, 150C). In some embodi-
ments, geofeed creation module 110 may format a request
directly for content provider 150N without using a corre-
sponding API. A content consumer device 130 may request
and view geofeeds created by geofeed creation module 112.
The formatting instructions may be stored in and recalled
from a memory such as provider database 134. Preferences
for creating, viewing, and/or managing information related
to geofeeds may be stored in and recalled from a memory
such as user profile database 132.

In some embodiments, geofeed creation module 112 may
generate a geofeed definition that describes a geofeed such
that a geofeed may be dynamically generated based on the
geofeed definition. For example, the geofeed definition may
include the geo-location specification, one or more geofeed
parameters used to filter content aggregated from content
providers 150, and/or other information related to the geo-
feed that can be used to aggregate content from various
content providers. For example, the one or geofeed param-
eters may be used to view only particular types of content,
content from particular content providers, and/or other
parameter by which to filter in or out content. The geofeed
definition may be identified by a geofeed identifier and
stored (e.g., in database 136) for later retrieval so that a
content consumer or others may select and obtain a geofeed
that was previously defined.

In some embodiments, geofeed creation module 112 may
store the geofeed (e.g., in database 136). For example,
geofeed creation module 112 may be configured to store the
geofeed by aggregating content from content providers 150
in relation to the geofeed and store the content in association
with a geofeed identifier and/or a geofeed definition.

In some embodiments, geofeed creation module 112 may
use the credentials of a user for social media or other
platform to access content. In this manner, geofeed creation
module 112 may obtain content from a content provider
using the credentials of the user. For example, geofeed
creation module 112 may obtain from the user a username
and password (with permission from the user) for the user’s
TWITTER account and obtain content from TWITTER to
which the user has access.

In some embodiments, unified message module 113 may
be configured to generate one or more targeted messages to
be communicated to a message recipient, which may include
a system user (e.g., a user who is registered to use the
system), a content creator (who may or may not include a
system user), and/or other message recipient. For example,
unified message module 113 may facilitate targeted messag-
ing to the message recipient.

Unified message module 113 may be used to generate
different types of targeted messages such as, for example,
messages to obtain permission to use content from an owner
of the content, messages to gather more information about a
breaking news event, messages to seek further information
about an experience, messages to obtain a following on
TWITTER for one-on-one communications, messages to
offer a promotion or coupon, and/or other types of messages.
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In some embodiments, the targeted message may be
generated based on one or more characteristics of the
content that was generated by the message recipient. For
example, the targeted message may be based on a topic, an
event, a geo-location, and/or other characteristic of the
content. Various non-limiting examples are provided for
illustrative purposes. A content item such as a TWEET may
be related to a particular topic such as shoes. The targeted
message may include a promotional message based on the
topic “shoes.” A content item may be related to a particular
event such as “rioting.” The targeted message may include
questions related to obtaining more information about the
rioting event. A content item may be geo-tagged associated
with a particular geo-location. Unified message module 113
may determine the geo-location and generate a targeted
message based on the geo-location.

In some embodiments, various characteristics of the con-
tent item may be combined to generate a targeted message.
For example, a TWEET that is geo-tagged with a particular
geo-coordinate may indicate that the user who made the
TWEET is at the particular geo-coordinate. The geo-coor-
dinate may be associated with breaking news or otherwise
event of interest. A user may cause a message to be gener-
ated that requests a picture or other content from the user
who made the TWEET (who in this case is the message
recipient).

In some embodiments, unified message module 113 may
generate a message based on one or more message tem-
plates. A message template may be provided by various
template sources such as the system, a user, and/or other
template source. The message template may specify a for-
mat, a communication channel to be used, a message type,
and/or other information related to a message. Different
types of message templates may be defined for different
types of messages. Different types of messages may include,
for example, a request for permission to use content, a
promotional message that includes promotional content such
as an indication of a sale, a coupon, a promotional offer,
and/or other types of promotional content.

In some embodiments, unified message module 113 may
automatically generate a message based on one or more
message rules. The one or more message rules may be
defined by the system, a user, and/or other source of a
message rule. The message rule may include instructions or
other logic that specifies when a message should be gener-
ated, to whom the message should be targeted, and/or other
instruction related to the message.

For example, a message rule may indicate that a user who
created content of a geofeed that covers a particular retail
location of a retail chain should be targeted with a promo-
tional message related to the retail location and/or retail
chain. Thus, in this manner, unified message module 113
may automatically generate messages directed to particular
users based on the content.

In some embodiments, unified message module 113 may
communicate the message in various ways. For example,
unified message module 113 may communicate the message
via email, SMS text, a message related to a social media
account of the user (e.g., a post to a FACEBOOK wall),
and/or other channels.

In some embodiments, the targeted message may include
a poll that is broadcast to one or more users. For example,
based on various social media and other content posted by
users who are attending a baseball game, unified message
module 113 may determine that the users are attending the
baseball game at a particular location such as a baseball
stadium. Unified message module 113 may target such users
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to receive a poll that includes questions about the game,
players, and/or other topics. In this example, other messages
described herein may be communicated to the users as well.

In some embodiments, the targeted message may include
an interface (or a link to such interface) that allows the
recipient to respond to the message. For example, the
interface may include an interface for redeeming a coupon,
an interface for selling or otherwise permitting user of
content, an upload interface for providing additional content
such as new photographs, and/or other interfaces for
responding to the message. In this manner, unified message
module 113 may facilitate an exchange of communications
to and from one or more recipients of the targeted messages.
In some embodiments, the exchange of communications
may be stored for later retrieval and communication.

In some embodiments, workflow module 114 may be
configured to generate workflows that allow management of
the content with respect to operational processes of an entity
such as a user, an organization, and/or other entity. The
workflows allow creation and tracking of workflow items
that represent operational processes to be performed with
respect to the content, thereby allowing the entity to manage
and integrate the content with its own assets such as a
website, a mobile application, and/or other asset. In some
embodiments, workflow module 114 may filter and/or rank
content for inclusion into a workflow based on various
parameters. For example, users may select from among
ranked content items for inclusion into a workflow.
Examples of filtering and ranking content is described in
co-pending U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/708,404,
filed Dec. 7, 2012, entitled “SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR
RANKING GEOFEEDS AND CONTENT WITHIN GEO-
FEEDS,” which is incorporated by reference in its entirety
herein.

The operational processes may include various processes
that an entity such as an organization performs in relation to
using, annotating, and/or otherwise dealing with one or more
content items. For example, an operational process may
include a process for approving content items for use in an
online asset such as a website, a process for obtaining
permission to use a content item from an owner of the
content item, a process for appending annotation informa-
tion to the content item for later retrieval, a process for
generating promotional or marketing materials in relation to
the content, and/or other operational processes.

In some embodiments, a workflow item may include or be
associated with a workflow item identifier that identifies the
workflow item, a description of the operational processes
that are to be performed, a status of the workflow item,
relevant dates associated with the workflow item (e.g., when
an operational process was performed) and/or other infor-
mation.

Workflow module 114 may receive a request to generate
a workflow item from a requester such as a user, a computer
(e.g., a process executing on the computer), and/or other
requester. The request to generate the workflow item may
include workflow item information such as an identification
of the content related to the workflow item, a resolver who
is to handle the workflow item, a description of the opera-
tional process performed or to be performed, and/or other
workflow item information.

Workflow module 114 may generate the workflow item
based on the request and assign a workflow item identifier
for the generated workflow item. An association of the
workflow item identifier and a content identifier that iden-
tifies the content related to the workflow item may be stored
in a memory such as workflow database 138. The content
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identifier may include an internal content identifier gener-
ated by the system and/or an external content identifier
assigned by the content provider who provided the content.
Workflow module 114 may assign the workflow item to the
resolver such as a user, a computer, and/or other resolver
who is to handle the workflow item.

In some embodiments, workflow module 114 may obtain
user roles associated with various users. The user roles may
specify system access in relation to workflow items such as
who may submit a workflow item request, who may handle
a workflow item request, who may view workflow item
requests of others, and/or other system access information.
In some embodiments, workflow module 114 may obtain
relationships between users such as, for example, a subor-
dinate-boss relationship, a team relationship, and/or other
relationships. Using the user roles and/or relationships,
workflow module 114 may determine appropriate actions
with respect to the workflow items. For example, workflow
module 114 may assign a workflow item from a subordinate
to a boss (or vice versa), allow a boss to view workflow
items related to a subordinate, and/or automatically make
other decisions with respect to workflow items.

In some embodiments, workflow module 114 may track a
lifecycle of a workflow item. Workflow module 114 may
update a workflow item status as processing operations are
performed on the workflow item. For example, the workflow
item status may indicate that the workflow item has been
generated, is assigned, is currently in progress, is resolved,
and/or indicate other workflow item status.

A non-limiting example of workflow management will be
described in the context of a news service for illustrative
purposes. Other examples and embodiments of workflow
module 114 will be apparent to those having skill in the art.
A news service may wish to maintain certain standards for
work published using its assets such as its website and
therefore may require approval by an editor prior to pub-
lishing work on the website. Thus, an operational process of
approving such works may be required by the news service.

Workflow module 114 may manage the operational pro-
cess of approving work prior to publication. For example,
using various interfaces provided by the system described
herein, a first user such as a reporter may review various
content items, which may be included in one or more
geofeeds. The first user may wish to use a content item such
as a photograph from INSTAGRAM. The first user may
generate a workflow item request related to approval of the
photograph for use in the website of the news service.
Workflow module 114 may generate the workflow item
based on the workflow item request.

The workflow item may be assigned to a second user such
as the editor for approving the photograph. In some embodi-
ments, workflow module 114 may automatically assign the
workflow item to the second user based on user roles and/or
relationships. For example, the second user may be associ-
ated with a user role “editor” such that workflow module 114
may recognize that the second user should be assigned the
workflow item. In another example, the first user and the
second user may share a relationship “reporter-editor” such
that workflow module 114 may recognize that the second
user should be assigned the workflow item. In another
example, workflow module 114 may identify content items
that reflect negative consumer sentiment and, in response,
automatically generate and assign a worktlow item to a
customer service representative.

In some embodiments, the workflow item request may
indicate that the second user should be assigned the work-
flow item. The second user may view the workflow item,
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review the content to be approved, which may be displayed
in association with the workflow item, and provide an
indication that the content is approved, rejected, deferred
until further discussion, and/or other indication. In some
embodiments, workflow module 114 may store the indica-
tion such that content that is not yet approved is prevented
from being used.

In some embodiments, workflow module 114 may com-
municate one or more status updates as the workflow item
progresses through its lifecycle. The status updates may be
communicated to interested parties such as the requester, the
resolver, and/or other interested parties. In some embodi-
ments, workflow module 114 may use unified message
module 113 to communicate the workflow item update as a
message. As such, status updates may be communicated via
messages based on templates that are suited for workflow
item status updates.

In some embodiments, workflow module 114 may facili-
tate identification of particular content for use by the entity
by allowing the entity to rank or otherwise identify particu-
lar content or content creators who create interesting con-
tent. For example, continuing the non-limiting example
above, a reporter may flag favorite ones of content creators
(e.g., social media users who post content) that the reporter
believes creates or posts interesting content. Workflow mod-
ule 114 may store an association of content creators and the
reporter such that content from the flagged content creators
may be highlighted or otherwise emphasized to the reporter.
Such highlighting/emphasis may include displaying content
from the flagged content creators at the top of a list,
including graphical elements that emphasize the content,
and/or other highlighting/emphasis.

In some embodiments, workflow module 114 may be
configured to annotate the content with proprietary or oth-
erwise private information, which may be provided by the
entity during the course of managing the content with
respect to the workflows. Workflow module 114 may store
annotation information in association with the identifier that
identifies the content. In this manner, users may provide
annotations related to the content that may be stored for later
retrieval. In some embodiments, the annotations may
include internal comments (e.g., “this is a good photo posted
by a user”) made within an organization in relation to the
content.

For example, a reporter may be interested in content from
a content creator and establish communication with the
content creator such as by using unified message module
113. The content creator may provide the reporter with a
phone number or other information so that the reporter may
contact the content creator at a later time. The reporter may
provide the phone number, a meeting time, and/or other
information as an annotation to the content. Other informa-
tion, such as a text or audio transcription of the interview,
interview notes, and/or other information may be provided
as an annotation as well. Workflow module 114 may store
the annotation information in association with the content.
In some embodiments, access to the annotation information
may be restricted using user roles and/or other security
information. In this manner, entities such as news services
and/or others may provide annotations that may be secure
and private in relation to content using workflow module
114.

The use of content may be subject to various requirements
such as permission requirements, attribution requirements,
and/or other requirements. The requirements may be related
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to ownership rights associated with the content such that
different owners may impose one or more different require-
ments for using the content.

In some embodiments, clearinghouse module 115 may be
configured to manage the requirements, compliance with the
requirements, payments, and/or other information related to
the requirements. Clearinghouse module 115 may store an
association of the content (e.g., the identifier that identifies
the content) with an indicator that indicates whether the
content is clear to use (e.g., one or more requirements of the
content has been satisfied). In this manner, a user may view
the content and determine whether the content may be used.

In some embodiments, clearinghouse module 115 may
store an association of the content with the one or more
requirements and display the requirements. For example,
using clearinghouse module 115, a user may view the
requirements associated with the content to determine what,
if anything, is required in order to use the content.

In some embodiments, clearinghouse module 115 may
facilitate messages to owners of the content to obtain
permission to use the content. The authorization may include
consent to use the content, consent to use the content with
attribution, consent to use the content with payment of a fee,
a sale of the content for a fee, and/or other authorization to
use the content. Clearinghouse module 115 may store the
request, consent, non-consent, various communications to
and from the owners of the content, and/or other information
related to authorization to use the content.

By storing whether content requires permission to use
and/or whether such permission has been granted with
respect to the content, clearinghouse module 115 may facili-
tate a database of content that has been permitted to be used.
Clearinghouse module 115 may leverage permission infor-
mation, geo-location information associated with the con-
tent, keyword information, and/or other information known
to the system to build a robust and searchable clearinghouse
database of content that may be permissibly used and/or
licensed to others. For example, a news agency or others
who wish to obtain content such as photographs related to a
particular geo-location may obtain such content from the
clearinghouse database. Thus, content related to rioting in a
particular geo-location and obtained from social media and
other providers may be found and/or licensed for use from
the clearinghouse database.

In some embodiments, for example, clearinghouse mod-
ule 115 may be configured to receive a request for content.
For example, the request for content may include a search
query run on the clearinghouse database and having one or
more parameters that specify the search for content. The
parameters may include a location parameter, a subject
matter parameter, a permission parameter, and/or other
parameters. For example, the location parameter may be
used to specify one or more geo-locations of interest such
that social media and/or other content related to the geo-
locations of interest may be returned in the search results.
The subject matter parameter may be used to specify one or
more subject matter of interest such that social media and/or
other content related to the subject matter of interest may be
returned in the search results. Subject matter may be deter-
mined based on keywords of the content, hashtags, and/or
other information related to the content. The permission
parameter may be used to filter in or out the content based
on whether the content is permitted to be used. Other
parameters may be used as well.

Clearinghouse module 115 may identify at least one
content item based on the request for content, which may be
subject to one or more requirements. Clearinghouse module
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115 may obtain and communicate the one or more require-
ments. The requester may review the requirements and
decide that the requirements are acceptable (e.g., the
requester is willing to satisty the requirements in exchange
for permission to use the content item). As such, clearing-
house module 115 may receive an indication that the one or
more requirements are satisfactory and that the content item
is desired. Clearinghouse module 115 may facilitate provi-
sion of the at least one content item and satisfaction of the
one or more requirements. For example, clearinghouse mod-
ule 115 may provide the content item from a memory (e.g.,
when the content item is stored by the system) and/or from
the one or more content providers 150.

In some embodiments, clearinghouse module 115 may
facilitate payment of a fee to use the at least one content item
to thereby facilitate satisfaction of the one or more require-
ments. For example, the payment may include a one-time
payment, a recurring payment, a payment based on use of
the content, and/or other payment. Payments may be facili-
tated via one or more accounts related to clearinghouse
module 115, conventional electronic payments, paper bill-
ing, and/or other payment methods. In this manner, clear-
inghouse module 115 may facilitate the use of content that
may be otherwise subject to ownership rights of the content.

In some embodiments, clearinghouse module 115 may
provide an attribution notice to accompany the at least one
content to thereby facilitate satisfaction of the one or more
requirements.

In this manner, clearinghouse module 115 may provide a
platform by which owners of content and parties wishing to
use the content may use to engage one another and facilitate
permission, payments, and/or other activities related to use
of the content.

In some embodiments, administration module 116 may be
configured to manage user accounts, set user roles such as
security access roles, and/or perform other administrative
operations. For example, the administration module may be
used to define which users may generate messages using the
unified message module, generate workflow items, view
workflow items of others, annotate content, enter into agree-
ments with respect to ownership rights of the content, and/or
set other user roles.

In some embodiments, communication module 117 may
be configured to share a geofeed via a content provider such
as a social media provider, email, SMS text, and/or other
communication channels. In some embodiments, the com-
munication module may be configured to communicate a
geoteed via various feeds such as Really Simple Syndication
(“RSS”) and ATOM feeds, a vanity Uniform Resource
Locator (“URL”) using a name of the geofeed (e.g., a name
assigned by the content consumer), and/or other communi-
cation channels.

In some embodiments, the user interface module 118 may
be configured to generate user interfaces that allow viewing
and interaction with the geofeeds. For example, the user
interface module may present various displays for sending/
receiving messages, managing workflows, managing infor-
mation related to ownership rights of the content, displaying
geofeeds, requesting geofeeds, and/or otherwise displaying
information related to the content.

Those having skill in the art will recognize that computer
110 and content consumer device 130 may each comprise
one or more processors, one or more interfaces (to various
peripheral devices or components), memory, one or more
storage devices, and/or other components coupled via a bus.
The memory may comprise random access memory (RAM),
read only memory (ROM), or other memory. The memory
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may store computer-executable instructions to be executed
by the processor as well as data that may be manipulated by
the processor. The storage devices may comprise floppy
disks, hard disks, optical disks, tapes, or other storage
devices for storing computer-executable instructions and/or
data.

One or more applications, including various modules,
may be loaded into memory and run on an operating system
of computer 110 and/or consumer device 130. In one imple-
mentation, computer 110 and consumer device 130 may
each comprise a server device, a desktop computer, a laptop,
a cell phone, a smart phone, a Personal Digital Assistant, a
pocket PC, or other device.

Network 102 may include any one or more of, for
instance, the Internet, an intranet, a PAN (Personal Area
Network), a LAN (Local Area Network), a WAN (Wide Area
Network), a SAN (Storage Area Network), a MAN (Met-
ropolitan Area Network), a wireless network, a cellular
communications network, a Public Switched Telephone Net-
work, and/or other network.

FIG. 2 illustrates a process 200 of targeted messaging
related to geofeeds, according to an aspect of the invention.
The wvarious processing operations and/or data flows
depicted in FIG. 2 (and in the other drawing figures) are
described in greater detail herein. The described operations
may be accomplished using some or all of the system
components described in detail above and, in some embodi-
ments, various operations may be performed in different
sequences and various operations may be omitted. Addi-
tional operations may be performed along with some or all
of the operations shown in the depicted flow diagrams. One
or more operations may be performed simultaneously.
Accordingly, the operations as illustrated (and described in
greater detail below) are exemplary by nature and, as such,
should not be viewed as limiting.

In an operation 202, a selection of one or more content
items may be received. The one or more content items may
be identified by an internal identifier (e.g., system-gener-
ated) and/or an external identifier (e.g., generated by a
content provider). The selection may be received from a user
viewing one or more geofeeds and selecting the one or more
content items, from an automated process such as a process
that selects the one or more content items based on key-
words, and/or other source.

In an operation 204, a user that created the one or more
content items may be identified. In an example where the
one or more content items includes a TWEET, operation 204
may identify the user who generated the TWEET.

In an operation 206, a mode of communication may be
identified. The mode of communication may include, for
example, email, social media communication (e.g., a
TWEET directed to a TWITTER handle), SMS text, and/or
other mode of communication. In some embodiments, the
mode of communication may be identified in various ways.
For example, the mode of communication may be pre-
defined by one or more rules specified by an entity that
wishes to communicate targeted messages, be indicated by
a user, and/or other method by which the mode of commu-
nication may be identified.

In an operation 208, a message to be communicated may
be obtained. The message may be obtained from various
message sources such as a user, one or more message rules
(e.g., send a coupon to a user who TWEETS from a
restaurant location), and/or other message source. In an
operation 210, the message may be communicated to the
identified user via the identified mode of communication.
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Process 200 may be used to automatically and/or manu-
ally target messages to users who create content (e.g., post
social media or other content that is relevant to a geo-
location). In this manner, an entity may target messages to
the users based on the content. The messages may serve
various purposes such as, for example, requesting authori-
zation to use the content, requesting the user to provide
additional content (e.g., the user is at a location where
breaking news is occurring and the message requests addi-
tional content), providing one or more promotional mes-
sages based on the content, and/or other providing other
information based on the content.

FIG. 3 illustrates a process 300 of automated messaging
related to geofeeds, according to an aspect of the invention.
In an operation 302, one or more message rules may be
obtained. In an operation 304, content may be monitored.
For example, an entity may create one or more geofeed
definitions that include one or more parameters that specify
that the one or more geofeeds should be monitored for
automatic messaging. The content related to such geofeed
definitions may be obtained “live” from one or more content
providers and monitored and/or stored and monitored.

In an operation 306, a determination of whether the
monitored content satisfies the one or more message rules
may be made. For example, a message rule may indicate that
an automated message should be communicated to users
who TWEET or otherwise provide content from a particular
location. In another example, a message rule may indicate
that an automated message should be communication to
users who provide content that includes certain keywords.
Other message rules may be used as well. In some embodi-
ments, the one or more message rules may specify whether
to automatically send a message when the content satisfies
the message rules, specify the content of the messages,
specify who should receive alerts related to the messages,
and/or other information related to the message.

When the obtained content does not satisfy the message
rules, processing may return to operation 304, where content
is monitored. On the other hand, when the obtained content
satisfies the message rules, a determination of whether to
automatically send a message may be made in an operation
308.

When an automated message is to be sent, the user who
created the content that satisfies the one or more message
rules may be identified in an operation 310. In an operation
312, the message may be communicated to the identified
user.

Returning to operation 308, when a message is not to be
automatically sent, a user who should receive an alert that
the message satisfied the one or more message rules may be
identified in an operation 314. In an operation 316, an alert
to the identified user may be communicated via one or more
communication channels.

FIG. 4 illustrates a process 400 of managing permission
to use content, according to an aspect of the invention. In an
operation 402, a selection of one or more content items may
be received. The one or more content items may be identified
by an internal identifier and/or an external identifier. The
selection may be received from a user, an automated pro-
cess, and/or other source.

In an operation 404, a determination of whether permis-
sion is required prior to using (e.g., publishing) the selected
content items may be made. When the content items may be
used without permission, an indication that the content items
are usable may be stored in an operation 414.

When the content may not be used without permission, a
determination of whether to obtain permission to use the
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content may be made in an operation 406. When permission
to use the content should not be obtained, an indication that
the content items are unusable may be stored in an operation
412. Returning to operation 406, when permission to use the
content should be obtained, a message to obtain the permis-
sion may be generated in an operation 408. For example, an
owner of or other holder of rights to the content may be
identified and a message to the owner that requests permis-
sion to use the content may be generated.

In an operation 412, a determination of whether permis-
sion has been obtained may be made. For example, the
owner of the content may provide permission to use the
content. If permission has not been obtained (e.g., permis-
sion has been denied), an indication that the content is
unusable may be stored in operation 412. If permission has
been obtained, an indication that the content is usable may
be stored in operation 414.

Process 400 may be used to ensure that permissions with
respect to using content is verified and obtained when such
permission may be necessary. The usable and unusable
indicators may be used to verify that use of such content is
permitted before publishing or otherwise using the content.
For example, prior to content being published, the usable
and/or unusable indicator (which may be stored in one or
more fields of a database, for example) may be referenced to
determine whether the content may be published without
potentially overstepping use rights (e.g., copyright) related
to the content. In some embodiments, the indicators may be
automatically and/or manually maintained.

FIG. 5 illustrates a process 500 of managing payments
related to use of content, according to an aspect of the
invention. In an operation 502, an indication that content is
permitted may be obtained. In an operation 504, the indi-
cation may be stored. In an operation 506, an indication that
the content was used may be received. In an operation 508,
a determination of whether a royalty or payment is associ-
ated with the use may be made. When a royalty is not
associated with the use, an indication of the use may be
stored in an operation 514. The indication may be stored
solely for informational purposes. When a royalty is asso-
ciated with the use, a determination of whether the royalty
is related to a royalty per use may be made. When the royalty
is not a per use royalty (e.g., a lump sum payment was made
in exchange for permission to use the content), an indication
of the use may be stored in operation 514.

When the royalty include a per use royalty, a royalty
payment for the use may be facilitated in an operation 512.
For example, a royalty fee based on the use may be
determined. In some embodiments, the royalty fee may be
determined based on a count of the number of uses of the
content in a time period and a per use fee associated with the
content. In some embodiments, process 500 may facilitate
various payment methods from the user of the content to the
holder of rights of the content, whether the royalty is a lump
sum fee, per use fee, and/or other type of fee arrangement.

FIG. 6 illustrates a process 600 of managing workflows
related to geofeeds, according to an aspect of the invention.
In an operation 602, a workflow item request for a worktlow
item to be resolved in relation to content may be received.
In an operation 604, the workflow item may be generated
and stored. For example, the workflow item may be assigned
with a workflow item identifier and the workflow item
identifier may be stored in association with a workflow item
description, a workflow item type, a date, a workflow item
status, a requester, a resolver, and/or other information
related to the workflow item.
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In an operation 606, an identification of a resolver may be
obtained. In some embodiments, the requester and the
resolver may be the same or different user. The identification
may be obtained from the workflow item request (e.g., the
requester may specify who should handle the workflow
item), automatically obtained based on user roles, user
relationships, or other information, and/or from other infor-
mation sources. In an operation 608, the workflow item may
be assigned to the identified resolver. In some embodiments,
an indication of the progress of the workflow item may be
received in an operation 610. The indication of the progress
may be received from the requester, the resolver, an auto-
mated process that monitors the workflow item, and/or other
source of information. In an operation 612, the workflow
item status may be updated based on the indication of
progress.

In some embodiments, process 600 may include commu-
nicating information to the requester, the resolver, and/or
others. The information may relate to a progress of the
workflow item (e.g., status updates), information relevant to
the workflow item, and/or other information.

FIG. 7 illustrates a process 700 of identifying content to
be managed in a workflow, according to an aspect of the
invention. In an operation 702, a selection of one or more
content items may be received. The one or more content
items may be identified by an internal identifier and/or an
external identifier. The selection may be received from a
user, an automated process, and/or other source.

In an operation 704, proximate content related to a
location within a predefined or otherwise configurable prox-
imity of a location related to the selected content items may
be obtained. For example, for a selected content item that is
relevant to a geo-location, proximate content within a five
mile radius or other proximity may be obtained. In this
manner, process 700 facilitates using particular content
items of interest to potentially discover other related content
items of interest.

In an operation 706, the proximate content may be com-
municated. For example, the proximate content may be
communicated via a display and/or other communication
channels. In an operation 708, one or more workflow items
to be resolved in relation to the content items and/or the
proximate content items may be received. In an operation
710, the one or more workflow items may be managed, such
as in a manner similar to process 600.

FIG. 8 illustrates a process 800 of annotating content of
a geofeed, according to an aspect of the invention. In an
operation 802, a selection of one or more content items may
be received. The one or more content items may be identified
by an internal identifier and/or an external identifier. The
selection may be received from a user, an automated pro-
cess, and/or other source.

In an operation 804, one or more annotations to the
selected content items may be received. The one or more
annotations may include information added to the selected
content items (and/or updates or removal of information
from the selected content items). Typically although not
necessarily, the annotations may facilitate internal work-
flows. For example, a reporter may annotate a TWEET with
a user’s phone number that the reporter obtained. Process
800 may receive such annotations for processing.

In an operation 806, the one or more annotations may be
stored in association with the selected content items. In an
operation 808, one or more security settings may be applied
to control access to the one or more annotations. For
example, the security settings may restrict access (e.g., read,
write, delete, and/or other types of access) to the annotations
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to only a user who made the annotations, particular users of
an entity, users having particular user roles, and/or other
users.

In an operation 810, a request to view the content items
may be received. In an operation 812, a determination of
whether the requester is authorized to access the annotations
made be made. When the requester is authorized to access
the annotations, the annotations may be communicated in an
operation 814 and the content items may be communicated
in an operation 816. When the requester is not authorized to
access the annotations, only the content items may be
communicated in operation 816.

FIG. 9 illustrates a screenshot of an interface 900 for
displaying content items with access to targeted messaging,
workflows, and rights management, according to an aspect
of the invention. The screenshots illustrated in FIG. 9 are for
illustrative purposes only. Various components may be
added, deleted, moved, or otherwise changed so that the
configuration, appearance, and/or content of the screenshots
may be different than as illustrated in the figures. Accord-
ingly, the graphical user interface objects as illustrated (and
described in greater detail below) are exemplary by nature
and, as such, should not be viewed as limiting.

Interface 900 may be implemented as a web page com-
municated from computer 110 to a client, an application
such as a mobile application executing on the client that
receives generates the interface based on information com-
municated from computer 110, and/or other interface.
Whichever type of interface is used, computer 110 may
communicate the data and/or formatting instructions related
to the interface to the client, causing the client to generate
the interface of FIG. 9 and other drawing figures. Further-
more, computer 110 may receive data from the client via the
various interfaces, as would be appreciated.

To switch between the different views of geofeeds, a
navigation element 904 having links or other controls that
switch between the “MAP” display illustrated in FIG. 9, a
“COLLAGE” display, and a “LIST” display.

The geofeed as illustrated (bounded by circle 930)
includes content indicators 932 and 634, which provide
graphical indicia of aggregated content of the geofeed. The
content may be provided from different or the same content
provider. Content indicators 932 and 934 may each include
an icon, a logo, and/or other identifying indicia that indicates
the source of the content and/or a type of content. As
illustrated, when content indicator 932 is selected (e.g.,
moused over, clicked, touched, or otherwise interacted with)
interface 900 may cause workflow interface 940 to appear.
Workflow interface 940 may include a component 941 that
includes information related to the content such as, for
example, the content itself, a content creator (e.g., social
media user who posted the content), an identification of the
content provider that provided the content, a time associated
with the content (e.g., create time, publication time, etc.), a
location where the content was created (e.g., address, geo-
coordinates, etc.), and/or other information known or deter-
mined about the content.

In some embodiments, component 942 may include an
interface or links to an interface that provides targeted
messaging functions. For example, using component 942, a
targeted message may be directed to the content creator
associated with the content indicated by content indicator
932.

In some embodiments, component 943 may include an
interface or links to an interface that provides digital rights
or other functions relation to permission to use content. For
example, using component 943, whether content indicated
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by content indicator 932 is permitted to be used in an entity’s
website may be determined. If such permission is required
and not yet obtained, component 943 may be used to obtain
such permission.

In some embodiments, component 944 may include an
interface or links to an interface that provides worktlow
functions. For example, using component 944, various
workflow items related to the content indicated by content
indicator 932 may be generated and tracked. Other compo-
nents 945 related to other features related to the content
indicated by content indicator 932 may be provided as well.

Other embodiments, uses and advantages of the invention
will be apparent to those skilled in the art from consideration
of the specification and practice of the invention disclosed
herein. The specification should be considered exemplary
only, and the scope of the invention is accordingly intended
to be limited only by the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A system of targeted messaging based on content items
from one or more of a plurality of content providers, the
system comprising:

a memory configured to store computer-executable

instructions; and

one or more processors programmed with the computer-

executable instructions that, when executed by the one

or more processors, program the one or more proces-

sors to:

obtain (i) a first set of social media content items from
a first social media content provider based on a first
request that is formatted in a first format specifically
for the first social media content provider, and (ii) a
second set of social media content items from a
second social media content provider based on a
second request that is formatted in a second format
specifically for the second social media content
provider, wherein the first format is different than the
second format;

identify a geo-location at which at least a first content
item, from among the first set of social media content
items or the second set of social media content items,
was created;

identify a first user that created the first content item
based on a social media account through which the
first content item was posted by the user;

determine that the geo-location at which the first con-
tent item was created corresponds to a retail location
of a retailer;

identify one or more promotions related to the retailer
location and/or the retailer;

generate one or more targeted messages to be commu-
nicated to the first user responsive to the determina-
tion that the geo-location at which the first content
item was created corresponds to the retail location of
the retailer, wherein the one or more targeted mes-
sages comprise the one or more promotions; and

cause the one or more targeted messages to be com-
municated to the first user that created the first
content item via a user device associated with the
first user.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the one or more
processors are further programmed to:

cause the one or more targeted messages to be commu-

nicated to the social media account of the first user.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the one or more
targeted messages include a request to the identified user to
provide additional content, and wherein the one or more
processors are further programmed to:

receive from the first user the additional content.
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4. The system of claim 1, wherein the one or more
processors are further programmed to:

store an exchange of communications to and from the first

user; and

provide the stored exchange of communications.

5. The system of claim 1, wherein at least one of the one
or more targeted messages comprises a poll, and wherein to
cause the one or more targeted messages to be communi-
cated to the first user, the one or more processors are further
programmed to:

broadcast a poll to the first user, the poll including

questions that prompt for additional information relat-
ing to the first content item or the geo-location at which
the first content item was created.
6. The system of claim 1, wherein the one or more
processors are further programmed to:
obtain a message template from among a plurality of
message templates, wherein the message template
includes at least one formatting instruction; and

generate the one or more targeted messages based on the
message template.

7. The system of claim 6, wherein the plurality of message
templates correspond to individual ones of types of mes-
sages to be communicated.

8. The system of claim 1, wherein the one or more
processors are further programmed to:

identify one or more keywords from the first content item;

and

determine a topic based on the one or more keywords,

wherein the one or more promotions are identified
based on the topic.

9. The system of claim 1, wherein the one or more
processors are further programmed to:

identify a registered user other than the first user who

created the first content item; and

cause the one or more targeted messages to be commu-

nicated to the registered user.
10. A method of providing targeted messaging based on
content items from one or more of a plurality of content
providers, the method being implemented in a computer that
includes a memory configured to store computer-executable
instructions and one or more processors programmed with
the computer-executable instructions, the method compris-
ing:
obtaining, by the one or more processors, (i) a first set of
social media content items from a first social media
content provider based on a first request that is format-
ted in a first format specifically for the first social media
content provider, and (ii) a second set of social media
content items from a second social media content
provider based on a second request that is formatted in
a second format specifically for the second social media
content provider, wherein the first format is different
than the second format;
identifying, by the one or more processors, a geo-location
at which at least a first content item, from among the
first set of social media content items or the second set
of social media content items, was created,

identifying, by the one or more processors, a first user that
created the first content item based on a social media
account through which the first content item was posted
by the first user;

determining, by the one or more processors, that the

geo-location at which the first content item was created
corresponds to a retail location of a retailer;
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identifying, by the one or more processors, one or more
promotions related to the retailer location and/or the
retailer;

generating, by the one or more processors, one or more

targeted messages to be communicated to the first user
responsive to the determination that the geo-location at
which the first content item was created corresponds to
the retail location of the retailer, wherein the one or
more targeted messages comprise the one or more
promotions; and

causing, by the one or more processors, the one or more

targeted messages to be communicated to the first user
that created the first content item via a user device
associated with the first user.

11. The method of claim 10, the method further compris-
ing:

causing, by the one or more processors, the one or more

targeted messages to be communicated to the social
media account of the first user.

12. The method of claim 10, wherein the one or more
targeted messages include a request to the identified user to
provide additional content, the method further comprising:

receiving, by the one or more processors, from the first

user the additional content.

13. The method of claim 10, the method further compris-
ing:

storing, by the one or more processors, an exchange of

communications to and from the first user; and
providing, by the one or more processors, the stored
exchange of communications.

14. The method of claim 10, wherein at least one of the
one or more targeted messages comprises a poll, and
wherein causing the one or more targeted messages to be
communicated to the first user comprises:
broadcasting, by the one or more processors, a poll to the

first user, the poll including questions that prompt for

additional information relating to the first content item
or the geo-location at which the first content item was
created.
15. The method of claim 10, the method further compris-
ing:
obtaining, by the one or more processors, a message
template from among a plurality of message templates,
wherein the message template includes at least one
formatting instruction; and

generating, by the one or more processors, the one or

more targeted messages based on the message tem-
plate.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the plurality of
message templates correspond to individual ones of types of
messages to be communicated.

17. The method of claim 10, the method further compris-
ing:

identifying, by the one or more processors, one or more

keywords from the first content item; and
determining, by the one or more processors, a topic based

on the one or more keywords, wherein the one or more

promotions are identified based on the topic.

18. The method of claim 10, the method further compris-
ing:

identifying, by the one or more processors, a registered

user other than the first user who created the first
content item; and

causing, by the one or more processors, the one or more

targeted messages to be communicated to the registered
user.



